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Fillmore County Broadband
Sam Smith

sam.smith@cedausa.com

Coordinator, Fillmore County Economic Development Authority
Community Economic Development Associates (CEDA)
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Advertised Download Speeds
(Darker is faster; blues areas meet minimum speed standards)

Fillmore County Broadband
Ryan Yetzer

Community Economic Development Associates (CEDA)
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What is Broadband?

 The FCC defines broadband as 25 mbps download by 3 mbps upload

 Minnesota’s definitions 

 Unserved: No wireline of at least 25 mbps/3 mbps

 Underserved: Wireline connection of at least 25 mbps/3 mbps but less than 
100mbps/20mbps

 Served: Wireline connection of at least 100mbps/20mbps
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 41% of households in Fillmore County are considered “unserved”

Why is Broadband Important?
 Community and Economic Development 
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Why is Broadband Important?

 Internet Innovation Alliance released a report that found that access to the 
internet resulted in households saving $10,500 on average, per year

What speeds do we need?



8/10/2016

8

What can we do?

 Border to Border Broadband Development Grant 

 County Approaches in Minnesota

 Plan for improving broadband

 Connect America Fund (CAF)

Border to Border Broadband Development 
Grant 

 $35 M one-time appropriation

 $5 M for underserved, $500,000 for low income, remainder for 
applications for unserved areas

 Distributed in single competitive grant round

 Technology must be scalable to at least 100Mbps Up/Down

 Cap of $5M per grant award

 At least 1 to 1 match (50% of eligible expenses) required (More 
points awarded for higher match)

 Grant awards will be geographically dispersed
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Border to Border Broadband Development 
Grant –Application Process and Timeline

 Application period opened on July 22, 2016

 Provider Inquiry Deadline: August 22nd, 2016 

 Deadline: October 3, 2016 at 4 p.m., into the OBD 
offices, St. Paul.

 Application project areas and broadband speeds posted 
by October 6, 2016.

 Challenges due by November 7 at 4 p.m.

 Application review & scoring period

 Target to make awards by late November

County Approaches in Minnesota

 Cook County: received ARRA funding. Arrowhead Electric build out. 
Overbuild entire county.

 Lake County: received ARRA funding. Lake Connections build out. 
Overbuild entire county.

 Big Stone and Swift County: Half state grant funded, half county bonding 
with Federated Telephone Coop build out. Only rural un/underserved 
areas.

 Rock County: State grant, county bonding and Alliance Coop funded; 
Alliance build out. Only rural un/underserved areas.

 Winona County: State grant, county contribution, HBC funded; HBC build 
out. Two geographic areas of county that were un/underserved.

 Counties with active broadband task forces:  Aitkin, Chisago, Itasca, 
Kanabec, Kandiyohi, Koochiching,  Martin, Nobles, Sherburne, and Todd.
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Planning to improve broadband 

1. Create a broadband task force & develop a broadband plan that 
is incorporated into the comprehensive plan and economic 
development plan.

2. Work with providers to improve broadband networks 

3. Adopt right-of-way policies to coordinate with providers on 
management and construction issues for broadband deployment.

4. Identify broadband facilities as essential infrastructure for 
downtown plans, tax increment finance districts, industrial parks, 
and other plans.

5. Aggregate demand to attract broadband investment.

6. Review the NTIA broadband roadmap

Connect America Fund 
(CAF II)
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Questions?

Fillmore County Broadband
Todd Roesler

CEO, AcenTek
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Lanesboro Rural Exchange
• $4,678,780 project
• 474 passings
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Rushford Rural Exchange
• $6,189,861 project
• 750 passings

Questions?
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Fillmore County Broadband
Christopher Mitchell

MuniNetworks.org

Institute for Local Self Reliance
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MuniNetworks.org/communitymap
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Thank you

Christopher Mitchell

christopher@newrules.org
MuniNetworks.org
@communitynets

Sign up for a once-per-week e-mail digest of Community Network News at MuniNetworks.org
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Questions?
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What can I do?

 Contact local, state, and federal representatives to state your desire for 
improved service

 Provide contact information on your survey and participate in continued 
community organizing to build support for better broadband networks

 Educate your friends and neighbors on the importance of rural connectivity

 Think creatively about ways to improve upon and leverage 21st Century 
broadband internet connectivity

Thank you!
Please remember to complete your surveys


