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Online Classes for Small Business Owners
 
The Small Business Management Program Instructors from Minnesota West Community & Technical College, South Central College, and Central Lakes College have created a series of core online classes for small business owners.  Each Small Business Management Core Course has eight, one hour sessions.  All sessions are recorded so if you miss a class or want to go back and review a class you easily do that.  Each class features two instructors, and you can access the class from home or business.  For more information you can watch a video and all register, at www.sbmprogram.com.  There is no software to buy.  Since all the classes are recorded, you can still start the series now and catch up on the October classes.  Contact Duane Krueger at Duane.Krueger@mnwest.edu to see if you qualify for a Blandin Tuition Grant.  Certain conditions apply.  You Must Enroll By December 31, 2010.  The SBM Core Series includes:
· Strategic Planning – October 2010 – In Progress
· Organizing and Understanding your Business Financials – October 2010 – In Progress
· Marketing, Intro to Marketing your Business – October 2010 – In Progress
· Intro to Personnel Systems for your Business  -  January 5, 2011
· Financial Management – January 4, 2011
· Marketing II – January 7, 2011

Special Topic Classes

· Introduction Quickbooks®- First Class Tuesday November 16, 2010
· Quickbooks® Payroll – First Class December 7, 2010
· Quickbooks® Online One-on-One – Individually Scheduled.  For Appointment call 1-800-658-2330, ext 6827 or 507-825-6827  Email Duane.Krueger@mnwest.edu
· Marketing Your Business Online – First Class Monday, January 10, 2011
· Fast Trac® New Venture™ - First Class Monday November 22, 2010


Quickbooks® Classes

Each semester, both an Intro to Quickbooks® and Quickbooks® Payroll course are offered as well as Quickbooks One-on-One.  Quickbooks One-on-One (Just You and the Instructor)  lets you get your specific Quickbooks® questions answered by a Quickbooks® Professional Advisor and Instructor. Class is Offered Monthly.  
Register at: www.sbmprogram.com.
Instructors:  	Duane Krueger, Minnesota West Community & Technical College, Pipestone Campus
		Duane.Krueger@mnwest.edu
		Jay Bock, Central Lakes College, Brainerd Campus
		jbock@clcmn.edu

To enroll in the Quickbooks Classes – Go to www.sbmprogram.com or call 1-800-658-2522, ext 7929 or 507-847-7929. You can also email Sue.Lovell@mnwest.edu.  The Blandin Foundation has provided a grant that enables small business owners to take these classes at a reduced rate of $80.00.  To take advantage of this grant, you must enroll by December 31, 2010.
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Marketing Your Business Online!
Starts January 10, 2011

Learn how to market your business online through Goggle®, Yahoo®, and Bing® advertising programs. Get started with social networks such as Facebook®, YouTube®, and Twitter®. We’ll also explore Google’s free webmaster tools and discuss email and other online marketing basics.

Monday Evenings- Three Online 90 Minute Sessions
January 10, 17, 24, 2011
Times: 6-7:30 p.m.
Cost & Registration: Go to www.sbmprogram.com or call 1-800-658-2522, Ext 7929 or 507-847-7929. You can also email Sue.Lovell@mnwest.edu.  The Blandin Foundation has provided a grant that enables small business owners to take these classes at a reduced rate of $160.00.  To take advantage of this grant, you must enroll by December 31, 2010.
· Session 1: Online Advertising Options and Search Engine Marketing (SEM)
Explore Goggle®, Yahoo® and Bing® Advertising Programs Understand keyword bidding and pay-per-click concepts Geo-targeting and budget options.
· Session 2: Goggle® Webmaster Tools
Special search options
Analytics
Keyword Research Tool
Calendars and more
· Session 3: Email and Online Marketing Basics
Etiquette- Do’s and don’ts, opt-in requirement, privacy policy, etc.
Constant Contact and other email marketing services

Your Instructor - Chad Oudekerk

Chad Oudekerk is a small business management instructor at South Central College. He has also taught web design and various software applications.  Previously, Mr. Oudekerk was advertising manager for Midwest Wireless and the online marketing manager for the Minnesota Department of Economic Security.  Mr. Oudekerk earned a B.A. degree in marketing from Buena Vista University and is currently an MBA student at Minnesota State University, Mankato.

FastTrac® New Venture™

Owning your own business is the American dream! Building a business to withstand the test of time requires a unique set of tools. FastTrac® New Venture™ provides the tools necessary to developing your business concept and outlines the critical steps to a successful business launch.  You will have a coach meet with you to work on YOUR new venture. All instructors and coaches are business veterans that know how to help you through every business situation, especially in the early development stages of your entrepreneurship.

FastTrac® New Venture™ makes a difference by providing opportunities to:
· Explore entrepreneurship
· Build a proactive business plan
· Identify and meet market needs
· And more!

Ten-Week FastTrac® New Venture™ - Cost: $599
Grants may be available to cover part of the cost.  Certain Conditions Apply.
Classes Start November 22, 2010
To Register: Go to www.sbmprogram.com and register under SBDC classes or call the 507-537-7386.
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